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TWO MORE "SAFETY ISIJAJGX" 
FOR DUCKS IN NORTH DAKOTA 

IJctober 30, 1935. 

Two new wildlife sanctuaries in North Dakota have been added to the chain 

Of refuges being established in the Mississippi Flyway by the Biological Survey, 

Designated Des Lacs Migratory Waterfowl Refuge and Arrow-wood (Editors: hyphen is 

correct, not Arrowwood) Migratory Waterfowl Refuge, the new sanctuaries were es- 

tablished by recent Executive orders as a part of the national program of wator- 

fowl restoration. Both refuges are being improved .by CCC workers. 

Des Lacs To Help Diving Ducks 

Comprising 24,100 acres in Burke and Ward Counties, in the northwestern 

part of this State, the Des Lacs Refuge less than 10 miles east of Bowbells, 

stretches from north to south through 30 miles of nesting region that, despite the 

recent drought and costly drainage, still remains a productive goose and duck 

breeding area. It is particularly important as a nesting area and resting place 

for the intensively hunted diving ducks. 

Of the entire acreage included in the refuge, only about 15 percent ever 

has been under agricultural production, and in the last four years of drought, 

attempts to raise crops on ovven this small area have failed, Now, however, the 

Survey will include the impoundment, control, and distribution of flood waters in . 

its work of restoring wildlife resources. The physical development of the area 

will entail the construction of a series of 8 combination earth-fill and rubble 

concrote~masonry dams and spillways, with control gates in each dam, so that flood 
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waters can be conserved. 

A CCC camp is established on the refuge, and the workers are planting food 

and cover plants; impounding and diverting water; establishing truck, horse, and 

foot trails; sloping banks; excavating channels and ditches; reducing fire haz- 

ards; controlling rodents; constructing and repairing small buildings; and posting, 

and fencing the boundaries. 

Bureau officials estimate that in the contract work connected with the de- 

velopment of this project, $33,000 will be expended for materials, and that the 

labor will approximate 112,000 man hours with the resultant outlay of $56,000. 

Arrow-wood Development Includes TloCldControl 

The Arrow-wood Migratory Waterfowl Refuge includes 16,S76 acres in the 

central part of North Dakota, about 25 miles north of Jamestown, in Foster and 

Stutsman Counties. Though broadening at intervals into a relatively flat plains 

a.reo , the refugo for the most part lies in a narrow valley that rises rather 

abruptly to a prairielike expanse on each side. A chain of three good-sized 

lakes--Arrow-wood, Jim, and Mud Lakes--covers a large part of the entire refuge 

area. Arrow-wood Lake, in the northern part of the unit, has a land and water 

surface of 9,520 acres. Jim Lake, in the southern part, has a land and water sur- 

face of 3,290 acres, Mud Lnke is, in fact, a marsh of 2,910 acres between the 

two larger lakes. The water, which is a part of the James River drainage, flows 

in a southerly direction, 

The Arrow-wood Refuge also is in a section that at one time produced un- 

told numbers of waterfowl that traversed the Mississippi Flyway in their spring 

and fall migrations. The refuge still offers annual nesting and resting attrac- 

tions to large concentrations of ducks, largely canvasbacks, redheads, mallards, 

and pintails. Canada geese, swans, and white pelicans also inhabit the area. 
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T h e  Survey  p lans  to  r e m o v e  lands  wi th in th e  r e fu g e  f rom u n p r a fita b te  a @ ;, 

cul tura l  p r o d u c tio n  a n d  to  i m p o u n d  th e  flo o d  w a ters  th a t pass  th r o u g h  th e  a r e a  in  

spr ing.  T O  accomp l i sh  this,  d a m s  a n d  d ikes,  wi th c o n trol g a tes  a n d  spi l lways,  

a re  b e i n g  const ruc ted a t st rategic p o i n ts. W a te r  so  c a u g h t a n d  h e l d  wi l l  b e  

seasonab l y  d is t r ibuted to  c reate  favora ,b le  cond i t ions  fo r  a q u a t ic-plant p roduc -  

tio n  a n d  th e  g r o w th  o f n e s tin g  cover .  

C o n s trust ion work  u n d e r  c o n tracts let a fte r  c o m p e titive  b i dd ing  consists 

o f th e  bu i l d ing  o f th e  d ikes,  d a m s , w a ter -cont ro l  s t ructures a n d  a  g r o u p  o f 

h e a d q u a r te rs  bu i ld ings  fo r  th e  re fuge,  A  C C C  c a m p  is deve lop ing  a  pub l ic  rec rea -  

tio n a l  a r e a  o n  A r r o w - w o o d  L a k e , const ruct ing t ruck trails, bu i l d ing  b o u n d a r y  

fe n c e s  , p u ttin g  u p  te l e p h o n e  l ines, a n d  a tte n d i n g  to  e ros ion  c o n trol, l ake  a n d  

s t ream b a n k  p r o tect ion,  f i re h a z a r d  r e d u c tio n , a n d  wildl ief  fo o d  a n d  cover  p l a n t- 

ing.  A n  in tens ive p r o g r a m  o f t ree p l a n tin g  is a lso  c o n te m p l a te d  fo r  th e  re fuge,  

a n d  a  pub l ic  d e m o n s trat ion a r e a  h a s  b e e n  p l a n n e d . 

In  a d d i tio n  to  c rea t ing  a n  idea l  n e s tin g  cond i t ion  fo r  w a te r fowl,  th is  

d e v e l o p m e n t wil l  a lso  p rov ide  fo r  c o n trol o f flo o d  w a ters  o f th e  J a m e s  River.  
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